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ABSTRACTS
Beyond Ethnic Framework, “Hapa” and the Japanese Community in Canada
TERUI Yoshiyuki
 For almost 30 years, the Japanese community in Canada has tried to ﬁ nd a way of organization in order to 
keep its existence. In the late 1960’s, many of Japanese new comers migrated to Canada.  Those new immigrants 
were quite diﬀ erent in values and attitudes from the Japanese who had settled there before World WarsⅡand 
their descendants.  Also, there had been a serious clash between those ﬁ rst settlers and their second or third 
family members, who had been educated in and grown up in Canada. In addition to the generation gap, the new 
comers brought about even more diversity within the Japanese community.  In 2011, the “mixed race” young 
Asians, who called themselves“Hapa”（“half” in Hawaiian language）ﬁ rst held an arts festival,“Hapa-Paloza” 
in Vancouver. They insisted the mixed-ness was their identity, and cerebrated this through the festival. The 
mixed marriages of Japanese women in Canada also has been a high rate of occurrence.  Will their oﬀ -spring of 
those Japanese mothers make their own community by leaving behind Japanese heritage, or is it possible for the 
Japanese community to make connections with this Hapa generation?  It is said that this diversity and disper-
sion accelerated around 1988 after the end of their redress movement, where Japanese-Canadian united to win 
compensation for the forced internment during the World WarⅡ.  In this paper, I describe the circumstances of 
the Japanese community during the end of the redress movement based upon previous research, and discuss the 
relationship between the Japanese community and the Hapa movement as a new framework of ethnic identity.
紀要34.indb   101 17/03/27   13:39
― 102 ―
Living between Multiple Sites
― A Case Study of Migrant Care Workers from Bulgaria to Italy
MATSUMAE Moyuru
 Since the 1990s, after the collapse of state socialism in Eastern Europe, the migration of women throughout 
this area has grown sharply.  From the villages in the Lovech district, northern Bulgaria, where I have carried 
out ﬁ eldwork since the late 1990s, a number of women also traveled to work as live-in caregivers or domestic 
workers mainly in Greece and Italy.  The main feature that describes these migrant women is that they are 
mostly middle-aged mothers with teenage children.  It is clear that the migration of women, more speciﬁ cally the 
fact that migrant mothers work as the family breadwinner, has confused the villagers.  In this paper, drawing on 
a long-standing ﬁ eldwork in Bulgaria and on ﬁ eldwork in Italy during the summer of 2016, I’d like to explain the 
causes and the consequences of these women-mothers’ migration from a gender perspective.
 Although economic conditions play a decisive role in the choice of migration, so also do gender, gendered 
economy, notions of gender roles and gendered stereotypes, etc. For example, care work and domestic work, 
whether waged or not, is still considered “women’s work” in Bulgaria and among the employers in host societies, 
so it helps Bulgarian women to migrate and to ﬁ nd jobs abroad. Another important reason for the women’s mi-
gration is that they stressed it is “for their children”.  The idea that mothers also need to make money as a part 
of their role may represent the continuation of the socialist worker-mother ideology, as Leyla Keough described in 
her book about migrant women from Moldova（Keough 2015：18）.
 These migrant women-mothers, however, have been expected to take on the role of caregivers at home as 
well, although they are far from their home. So they use mobile phones, Skype, and Facebook to communicate 
with their children frequently for “transnational mothering,” and in recent years some of them have decided to 
invite their own parents to Italy and to care for them.  Therefore, women’s migration may not have an impact on 
changing the gender roles in Bulgarian villages drastically.  Feminist researchers explained that recent transfor-
mation in the global economy has increased the burden on women for family success and the migration of women 
is often seen as a motherly sacriﬁ ce. In Bulgarian cases as well, migrant women decided to work abroad as moth-
ers and as a family survival strategy, on the one hand, but on the other hand, working abroad enables a “single” 
woman - in this case “single” means divorced or widowed - to raise children by herself and to live independently. 
The migration of women may open new possibility for women’s life courses to be “single” in Bulgarian villages.
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On the Value of the Tactile Art Pieces of the Anteros Museum in Italy :
The place between see and touch to co-search conveyable meanings
TAKAHASHI Haruna
 This article attempts to give an account about the relief form of the tactile art pieces, especially for blind 
people, adopted in the Anteros museum of Bologna, Italy. The aim of this practice is to allow people who are lim-
ited in their sight to share the meaning that visual art pieces potentially contain, interpreded on the basis of the 
three strata theory formulated by German aesthetician A. Panofsky. Secchi, the ﬁ rst practitioner and promoter of 
this method, restates the reason, which, however, is not enough to explain the necessity of their choice of relief 
form. 
 Firstly, the symbolism of S. K. Langer will be analyzed to point out that the concept of “presentational sym-
bol” in her theory can be helpful to explain the necessity and the value of the relief form the Anteros museum 
adopts for its tactile pieces. Langer’s symbolism, based on the principle of former Gestalt psychologists, has been 
utilized to fortify the assertion against the possibility of sharing the meaning of art pieces between people who 
can see and who cannot see. On the other hand, this theory also sheds light on the very value of the Anteros’ 
tactile arts, which try to convey to blind people such a meaning with their unique method that conserves the 
original form as much as possible.
 The unignorable fact is that Langer incubated her theory, faced with the crisis of human reason in the 
middle of the two World Wars, in search of a “new key,” the alternative deﬁ nition of reason to the previous 
logical positivism, in order to overcome the extreme situation of that time. The Tactile Arts of the Anteros 
museum gave way to share this new sphere of human dignity expressed in the visual arts with blind people, who, 
otherwise, were excluded because of their physical limitation. 
 However, it remains the fact that the tactile art pieces are a translation of the original forms, not originals 
themselves. To examine if and to what extent it is possible to share the meaning of the original symbol, Langer’s 
symbolism is not accurate enough, especially for that her deﬁ nition of “meaning” doesn’t seem stable.
 Instead, the deﬁ nite and precise work on relativism developed by N. Goodman comes up to provide a new 
frame of account for the Anteros’ practice, which is not concerned as much about the reproducibility of the origi-
nal form, but on the process of a co-searching of conveyable meanings, exclusively occurring on such a site like 
tactile art pieces, the place between those who see and those who touch, created through concrete intervention. 
Actual Conditions in Recreation Sports in Iwate Prefecture :
About Tackling in Soft-Volleyball.Vol.2
CHIBA Tomoyuki
 Recreational sports are very useful in the scene of lifelong learning. Soft-Volleyball has become popular as a 
recreation sport in the Iwate Prefecture.
 I think that it is important to research the actual conditions of Soft- Volleyball for its dissemination.
 People's sports implementation rates have been steadily declining the past 20 years, but for Soft-Volleyball, 
an atmosphere is created the allows for actiuities to be conducted as time permits, to feel free to participate in 
exercises and competitions, and for many people to renew their tendencies to practice sports. 
 Compared with the previous survey regarding the momentum for sports implementation that was taken 
ahead of the holding of the 2016 National Sports Festival in Iwate, it was found that in addition to seeking "enjoy-
ment" as the purpose of recreational sports, players concerned about "winning vs. losing" in a game increased.
 It is important to study how the sports movement in rural areas aﬀ ects recreational sports, especially ahead 
of the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games.
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Basic Research on School Clerical Work Cooperation by School Clerical Staﬀ 
FUKUSHIMA Masayuki
 The aim of this paper is to make clear the actual situation of school clerical work cooperation by school 
clerical staﬀ . 
 The framework of this research is as follows.
1） Improvement of school work and participation in school management and in education through the coopera-
tive organization of school clerical work.
2） Relationship between the principal and the school board, and the cooperative organization of school clerical 
work.
 The conclusions are as follows.
 Primarily, concerning the outline of the cooperative organization of school clerical work, the following was 
discovered :
1） The cooperative organization of school clerical work was composed cooperation groups within the school 
clerical staﬀ , held meetings comprised of the leaders of the school clerical staﬀ  and an operational organization. 
The operational organization is comprised of the principals and the members of the school board as a council 
that aﬀ ects the teachers’ educational activities.
2） School clerical work cooperation has produced a certain degree of improvement on school works. On the other 
hand, it has a relatively low eﬀ ect on the participation in school management and in education.
 Secondarily, from the interviews of leaders of school clerical staﬀ , the following was understood :
1） Leaders’ consciousness for participation in school management and in education is high, but the practices are 
at the stage of trial and error.
2） To participate in school management and in education, leaders think about strengthening relationships with 
the school board, principals, and teachers.
3） Leaders do not have a practical policy. Therefore, each leader’s practices are diﬀ erent.
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The historical development of English education in Japan 
The analysis of its characteristics and strengths
OGAWA Shuhei
 Japanese people generally feel dissatisﬁ ed with English language education at school because they think 
they cannot master even basic conversation skills after several years of education. Hence, traditional teaching 
methods, which emphasize grammar and translation, have been the scapegoat for this dissatisfaction. However, 
it is also true that the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology has already shifted its 
emphasis from such traditional methods to a more communicative teaching approach. As a result of the shift, 
most Japanese teachers of English now mostly use English as the medium for teaching in their classes, and it is 
usual for schools to have Assistant Language Teachers （ALTs）, who are foreign nationals, serving as assistant 
teachers in classrooms. Thus, it is fair to say that most Japanese people have experienced the learning of English 
conversation at school. However, even with this, Japanese people generally are still not satisﬁ ed with English 
education and continue to criticize the traditional teaching methods of grammar translation because they feel 
their English skills are not good enough. 
 Given the unreasonable situation like this, we wonder if traditional teaching methods are really the sole 
problem of our English learning in the ﬁ rst place. Also, we feel at a loss because while schools and educators 
have already taken communicative approaches for some time, Japanese people still cannot ﬁ nd a concrete solution 
as to the way we can master communication in English.
 Thus, due to the question and impasse, this research paper sets two objectives. First, through looking back 
on the history of English language education in Japan, this research paper examines some of its remarkable char-
acteristics. This is because while many Japanese people blindly criticize the traditional style of education, they 
do not know its history since the late 19th century. In short, many people do not know what kind of knowledge 
Japanese scholars in the ﬁ eld have accumulated for generations, and how English education in Japan has come to 
what it is now. 
 Second, this paper is supposed to clarify the strength of English language education in Japan. Although 
many people now tend to downplay the traditional grammar translation methods, they had better think about 
how to make the most of them because these are the accumulated knowledge and skills involved in using the 
traditional methods. Simply put, it is helpful to learn from our forefathers and appreciating the good points of the 
traditional teaching and learning methods is a necessity before understanding the essential problems of English 
language education in Japan. 
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An Analysis of English Teacher Training : 
Looking Toward the Next Course of Study for Elementary Schools
OTOMO Asako
 The next Course of Study for Elementary Schools is scheduled to come into eﬀ ect in April 2020, which 
moves up the starting year of Foreign Language Activities classes from the ﬁ fth grade to the third grade, and 
introduces English Language classes as an oﬃ  cial subject in the ﬁ fth and sixth grades.  This is going to be the 
ﬁ rst major structural reform since the implementation of Foreign Language Activities into the primary education 
level in 2011.  With this situation in mind, elementary schools nationwide are now seeking more eﬀ ective and 
practical ways to run these English classes.  Also, in order to develop and secure competent teachers, MEXT has 
released a tentative draft of the core curriculum for teacher training courses at universities.  With the changes 
coming up, this paper discusses what is required to ensure that we produce elementary school teachers with 
good English teaching skills that are well suited to the demands of the upcoming period.  It is pointed out that 
teacher education programs should make sure to enable prospective teachers to teach English in accordance with 
children’s stages of development, and that special attention needs to be paid when it comes to providing children 
with comprehensible input, as well as to instructing them on fundamental literacy skills. 
Child-Rearing Support Activities in the Vicinity of Morioka, Iwate Prefecture―Kosodate 
Hiroba and Self-Organized Circle Activities and the Outlook for Childcare Worker Training 
Schools Contributing to the Local Area
TAKENOSHITA Noriyoshi
 After the adoption of the Act on Child Education and Childcare Support, budgeting has been created espe-
cially for projects to support local childcare centers, which is being carried out nationwide. Also, in “core cities” 
and applicable cities with populations of about 200,000, we are seeing more self-organized circle activities being 
run by people in households that are raising children. Based on the author's practical training and coursework 
experience in childcare support in a former school, along with other research and studies, he has been research-
ing childcare support activities in the Morioka area （where the school is located）, investigating support for child-
rearing in terms of both seminars and practical studies concerning childcare―both classroom and ﬁ eld studies. 
Contributing to the local area through everyday child-rearing support activities will beneﬁ t students' childcare 
training, and practicums are especially needed in four-year childcare training university programs.
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The meaning of “pretending” as it relates to 3-year-olds
FUJITA Sumito
 In this study, I focused on the concept of “pretending” as it relates to 3-year-olds ?  It was possible to ﬁ nd 
seven meanings as a result, which are as follows : ① as a link between modes of play, ② as a trigger of change, 
③ as the continuity of play, ④ as a sharing in a place and space, ⑤ as the formation of make-believe play, ⑥ as 
the formation of relationships, ⑦ as participation in play.  I hope to study the process of this concept more in the 
future.
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